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A K 1. 


A Bri ge Truſtee, &C. 


Mr. BRIDGE TRUSTEE !! 


You say, that, on peruſing my“ Im- 
« partial Hiſtory of the late Diſturbances in Briltol,” 
« ſo many milrepreſentations and palpable (if not wilful) 
« errors appear; that you are ſurprized I ſhould attempt 
to impoſe them on the public, eſpecially as I have declared, 
that the facts recited therein “ are not fabricated by 
« hear-lays, but ſought from houſe to houle, and from 
« perlon to perſon.”” — I defy you, Sir, to refute thoſe 
facts! and I take the liberty to bring moſt of them before 
you 1n a ſummary manner, 

The Truſtees have publiſhed their accounts annuall 
for a few ycars palt : From their ſtatement at Lady-Da 
laſt it was concluded that the tax would ceale at Michael- 
mas: This had been declared by their Broker : The 
public rejoiced thereat: The Truſtees, without conde- 
ſcending to undecieve them, damped the public joy, by 
authoritatively advertizing the tolls to be let for another 
year: Murmurs, renewed calculations, and indignation, 
were the conſequences: Some public ſpirited gentlemen 
(wich more cunning than wiſdom) undertook to oppoſe 
the meaſure by ſtratagem ; They bargained with the late 
rentor to ceaſe colletting the tolls for certain days: The 
gates being thrown open occaſioned exceſſive gladnels : 
ſome indiſcreet perſons burnt the gates and the toll-board : 
The Truſtees advertized a reward for diſcovering the 
offenders: They declared there was a debt of #2500, 
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without mentioning the means they poſſeſſed to pay it : 
New gates were erected September 28, for the purpoſe 
of enforcing another year's toll: The public were of 
opinion that it was illegal: No public precautions. were 
taken to prevent illegal oppoſition : Some miſchievous 
villains ſet the new gates on fire: Many ſtopped to ſee 
the flames: 'The evil-minded and the thoughtleſs rejoi- 
ced thereat: When the fire was nearly exhauſted the 
magiſtrates appeared, and the militia: The drum beating 
to arms, the appearance of the ſoldiers and the magiſ- 
trates, brought a great concourſe of people together : 

Thoſe who had burnt the gates retreated : They flung 
ſtones, &c. from behind the ſpectators: A magiſtrate 
harrangued the people; but (tho* a Truſtee) not blaming 
himielf, did not gain much attention: The riot act was 
read: The ſpectators did not conceive themlelves to be 
rioters : The military fired: By order of the magiſ- 
trates, not known (to the cditor): The Mayor was 
unacquainted with the circumſtance: A man was killed : 
The next day the tolls were attempted to be taken : 
There was a crowd of people who endeavored to impede 
the meaſure, ſuppoſing it unjuſt: There was much 
confuſion : The ſoldiers were fent for: Thoſe who 
ſhould have been moſt attentive to the dittates of peace 
appeared to be influenced by an oppoſite ſpirit ; inſtanced 
by a remarkably mild and gentle perfon being d——d, 
collared, and dragged about, for uttering a very mild and 
humane ſentiment ; alſo by a coachman being pulled 
headlong from his box to the ground: Some people 
were taken into cuſtody ; ſome reſcued : The riot act 
was read: At approach of night, the military and 
conſtables left the bridge, as did moſt of the people who 
had been looking at them: The magiſtrates cauſed 2000 
hand-hills to be printed and diſperſed, warning the peo- 
ple not to appear in the ſtreets that evening: Next 
day the populace again interrupted the gatherers : The 
civil power with two magiſtrates, came to their aſſiſtance : 

Much confuſion enſued ; Some people were taken into 
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(8) 
cuſtody : Several ſcuffles happened; ſome perſons were 
reſcued: In attempting a reſcue, a villain drew his knife 
to ſtab a conſtable: A magiſtrate was knocked down: 
The riot att was read, by a Truſtee, the laſt time at 
eleven o'clock : The reader introduced it by a Fable: 
The Truſtees Clerk warned the people to depart: The 
people ſuppoſed then to be juſtifying their own wrong: 
They delivered even their cautions, and their warnings, 
in the accents of authority: They were unpopular ; 
not humble in their manner ; not over much regarded, 
The magiſtrates came again in the afternoon, to aſſiſt the 
collectors; no cheerful compliance with their demand: 
The loiterers interrupted, as others did in che morning: 
Some were ſeized ; ſometimes not in the gentleſt manner: 
Some reſiſted: The military were ſent for: The ma- 
giſtrates took toll, aided by cheir preſence: The peace- 
able inhabitants ſuffered much interruption, and ſome 
inſult: After fix o'clock, the magiſtrates, conſtables, 
ſoldiers, and thoſe who had ſtopped to look at them, 
went away: The perſons remaining hazzaed ; The 
ſoldiers returned; ſtaid a few minuies ; marched off 
again: A quarter before ſeven about 20 boys made a 
bonfire: Finding no interruption from the cautious 
vigilance of the police; they encreaſed their fire with the 
toll-houſe door, chairs, table, &c. The incautious ſpec- 
tators (full 200) joined them in ſinging “ God save the 
„King.“ When the fire was almoſt extinguiſhed, an officer 
and a few ſoldiers arrived: A ſtone wounded the 
officer in the head ; he and his party fled: The wicked 
proceeded to demoliſh the lamps: The drums beat to 
arms: The magiſtrates and a large party of ſoldiers 
marched brikly down High-Street: The beat of the 
drums as. þ wc a concourſe of people, to /ce what was 
doing: Moſt of whom reſolving to be out of harm's- 
way ; took their ſtations at a diſtance in the adjoining 
ſtreets: The ſoldiers having got partly over the ridge, 
ſome things were thrown at them: {laving had magiſ- 
terial orders, they fired upon their aflailants and the 
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gaping populace : Something being thrown from the 
Back, near St. Nicholas Church, a part of the ſoldiers 
faced about, and fired up High-Street : Men, women, 
and children, flew on all fides ; were brought. down b 
the muſquetry in almoſt every direction: Individuals 
were aimed at: A ſoldier took a ſecond aim at the fame 
objet: The firing continued ſome time: A gentleman 
endeavoring to put a dying man in a more ealy poſture 
was threatened with inſtant death : Another, for takin 
a man by the hand, and expreſſing an opinion that he had 
life in bim, was likewiſe threatened with deſtruttion : 
500 hand-hills were printed of that day's date, warning 
the people not to appear in the ſtreets at evening: The 
editor, on enquiry, could not learn that any of them had 
been then ſeen : Paſſengers from the country were not 
apprized of danger: The ſpettators (and even the 
rioters) had no idea that the military would fire, before 
the riot aft had been read to them, as it was to others 
in the morning: They had no knowledge that its 
being read to others, nne hours before, was a legal warning 
to them: Some people, at a diſtance, were ſo far from 
apprehending danger, that they were converſing with 
their ſides towards the Bridge: In this pofition it was 
underſtood that one gentleman was killed, the ſhot having 
entered his neck: Another had his hand in his pocket, 
another in his boſom: Some had children upon their 
ſhoulders to fee the fight! Citizens had no precautions 
given them to leave their houſes : They were ſaluted 
unawares with muſquet ſhots in their dwellings: One 
hot entered a houſe ſo far from the bridge as the corner 
of Wine-Street, and paſſed through the head of a bed- 
ſtead: Dwelling-houſes were far from being fanQuaries : 
An officer ruſhed, ſword in hand, into the dwelling of a 
reſpectable citizen, menacing deſtrudtion: One of the 
ſoldiers, who were drawn up in a half moon before the 
houle, ordered the reſt to fire into it: After the ferous 
affair was over the Truſtees publiſhed an eſtimate of their 
accounts: By that eſtimate (of which more preſently) 
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it appeared, that they had no legal authority to demand one 
half the money for which they had let the tolls: Some 
truly philanthropic gentlemen had taken a transfer of the 
leaſe; took no toll; and reſtored public tranquihty : 
The magiſtrates expreſſed their diſapprobation of this 
meaſure, as being neither wiſe or ſalutary. Almoſt all 
the inqueſts which had been taken on the perſons killed, 
brought in their verdict *« WILFUL MURDER by a 
* perſon or perſons unknown: The jury ſworn to enquire 
the cauſe of one gentleman's death returned a verdict of 
« WILFUL MURDER BY THE PERSON WHO 
* ORDERED THE MILITARY TO FIRE,” which 
verdict was refuſed to be received by the Coroner. 

Theſe, Sir, AE THE FACTS (not hear-ſays) which I 
have ſought from houſe-to houſe, and from perſon to 
perſon. On reading your aſſertion of there being“ ſo 
* many miſrepreſentations and palpable (if not wilful) 
« errors,” I expetted that you would proceed to deny ; 
but I challenge mankind to diſpute my veracity with 
reſpe& to any of them. How many of them have you 
proved to be falſe ? After your unjuſt aſſertion, you have 
paſſed over almoſt the whole catalogue, in ſilence! 

But you have taken the pains to ſay much about a part 
of my pamphlet which is not included in the liſt of facts; 
but introduced with the following words: “ It is, how- 
« ever, neceſſary not to enter upon the buſineſs abruptly, 
e but to pave the way with an humble attempt to throw ſome 
* light upon the previous ſtate of things; and which part 
concludes thus: © But to return from this lung digreſſion.”? 
— You, Sir! ſay you have peruſed my pamplet ; How 
dare you, then, to inſinuate to the public that this humble 
attempt, this avowed digreſſion, contained the fatts which 
I had ſought from houſe to houſe, and from perſon to 
perſon ? Thoſe fats, I, again, defy you to contra- 
dict. In chat humble atiemp!, to pave the way, to 
tarow ſome light upon the previous ſtate of things, I was 
as liable to error as, any other perſon: In the narrative 
part, I daRED Nor to err: I had immortal TRUTH 
on my ſide, and I feared not your cenſures.— J _ 

made 
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made a covenant with her, in this buſineſs: And it is not 
all the frowns of all our enemies which ſhall ſeparate, or 
confound us: Whoever offers to wound her, ſhall wound 
her through my ſide, and I deſpiſe all dangers, protected 
by her ſhield — But even in your cenſures on my humble 
attempt, on my avowed digreſſion, you do not prove that 
I have erred wilfully ; and I am ſtill of opinion, that my 
poſitions were juſtly founded. -— You fay, that the firſt 
error worth mentioning “ is a compliment paid Mr. David 
„Lewis and others.” I deny that I intended any com- 
pliment : It was the almoſt general opinion of the city, 
that had it not been for the * ſpirited exertions,”” of that 
gentleman, the laſt Bridge att would have pafled in a very 
different ſhape from what it did; and if that clauſe did 
not originate * in conſequence” of the oppoſition, I am 
much miſtaken, and ſo are almoſt all my fellow citizens, 
who I have converſed with on the ſubject: I never 
expected io hear a Truſtee ſay, that it was haſtened 
* one day”* on account of Mr. D. Lewis, or his aſſociates. 
You have called on Mr. Pine, to prove, that the 

« Bridge Accounts” were publiſhed, ſome years ago, from 
the commencement to March 25, 1786; and he has 
referred the public to what, in my opinion, ſhould rather 
have been called a © ſtatement of TOTALS;” what I alluded 
to, was, what every impartial perſon muſt naturally ſup- 
poſe, a ſtatement of particulars, in the SAME MANNER: 
they have been lately publiſhed annually. I am fearful, 
that you have wilfully perverted my meaning: My words 
are * Since which the Truſtees have publiſhed THER 
« ACCOUNTS ANNUALLY, tho* without STATING THEM 
from the beginning.” Almoſt every perſon knew as well 
as you, or Mr. Pine, or that other perſon (whoſe late con- 
duct has made his name of no conſequence to me) that the 
% lump' account, as it has been emphatically termed, was 
publiſhed. But it is becauſe the people were anxious to 
know particulars, and, particularly, what the zolls had 
netted each year, and becauſe the ſtatement of totals did 
not relieve their anxious expeQation, that I have ſaid, it 
Was 
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was © vain.”* But you have ſaid that the“ wwors 
« accounts have always been lodged in the Chamberlain's 
office (by direction of the Act of Parliament) for the 
« inſhection of every perſon paying the tax The inſpection 
only, I am well aware (and perhaps you are) would have 
often given ſome litile eaſement to anxious expettation : 
— What a pity, Sir! that you had not informed the 
public of this circumſtance ſooner ; at leaſt before the 
commiſſion of the late horrid deeds, which have been 
declared by folemn verdifts, to have been wi LTL mur- 

ders! ! — I am convinced, that very few actually knew it; 
if it had been generally known, there would have been a 
plenty of inſpeftors ! ſuch a eLENTY, that I am fearful 
ſome magiſtrates (you, if you are one) would term the 
inſpettors a vaſt concourſe of clamorous rioters; and 
forbid their aſſembling there, in ſuck numbers. — But, 
pray, Mr. Truſtee ! what effictent relief could this inspec- 
tion ON Ly of theſe © wnoLE accounts” afford an anxious 
blic ? — Who could carry them from thence in his 
noddle ? Not you, I preſume, Mr. Truſtee: And, I am 
poſitive, not I. — After all, Sir, will you ſay, that there 
was always an immediate acceſs to thele © wHOL E accounts; ® 
or will you contraditt that a certain Mayor (Mr. Crofts) 
informed certain gentlemen, who applied for admiſſion to 
them, that he mull firſt consuLT the Chamberlain. 
But you ſay, that you are a Truſtee: If fo, you ought 
to read the bridge act (as well as my pamphlet) vou might 
there have found the following words: „ And whereas 
it is by EXPERIENCE, found, that ſuch inſpection and 
« peruſal, cannot be conveniently made in the ſaid 
« office of the Chamberlain, by realon of the very great 
% number of perſons,” &c. and then you would have 
known, as well as I do, that theſe © wwoLE accounts, 
ſince paſſing of the new att, in the year 1786, have 15 
been 


* Let any perſon, who ſuppoſes the lump account could ſatisfy anxious 
expettation, compare the amount of impoſls carried out in one item (on| 
for a few years) before the general accounts were ;.ubliſhed annually, wut 
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« been always lodged in the Chamberlain's office, for the 
« inſpettion of every perſon paying the tax ;** the num- 
bers having proved a prohibition. 

But having done with your animadverſions, or cenſures, 
or whatever elſe you may call them (in your next letter 
pleaſe to ſay what) on my © humble attempt”? to © pave the 
« way” to the introduction of facts which I had collected, 
I ſhall now take notice of the alluſions which you have 
made to two only of the latter; and leave the public to 
judge what right you had to call even that ſmall number 
«: miſrepreſentations,” or © palpable (if not wilful) errors.“ 
With reſpett to the firſt, the“ Declaration” of the Bro- 
ker, the public were in poſſeſſion of the fat, from the 
hand- bill publiſhed, and ſigned, by Mr. Hiſcoxe: whe- 
ther the Truſtees gave the Broker an * authority” to make 
that declaration, I have not ſaid ; and your belef, that no 
Truſtee ever heard of it, is of no moment. My aſſertion 
was, that * they did not condescend to undecerve” their 
fellow citizens: Will you ſay that they did? If the de- 
elaration was made, every Truſtee ought not only 10 have 
beard of, but to have known it ; and, if falſe, to have 
contradicted it. Your other alluſion is to my s1pposed 
« evident and conſiderable omiſſion** on the credit fide 
of the late-eſtimate of the Bridge account, Why have 
you preſumed, Sir! to prefix the word Supposed to my al- 
ſertion? Firſt prove it to be a wpposztzon, and then, ſay, 
poſitively, that it is. You © venture” to aſſert, that you 
* anticipate” my make, I mult confels, that ſuppoſition 
and miſtake are {..fter terms than © miſrepreſentation and 
* palpablc (if not wilſul) error:?“ Yet I cannot but remark 
your im gin conlequence, YOU anticipate! What 
matters it, to me, or to the public, what vou anticipate ? 
If I was, in my turn, to anticipate who would be h d, 
on account of thoſe deeds, which the Coroners' Inqueſts 
have pronounced wirr MURDERS, I ſhould be as un- 
reaſonable as you are: But let that cap fit the right head, 
Axe you really a H rultee, Sir! If ſo, you ought to 
have known that in the att of Parliament it is — 
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ſaid, with reſpe& to the party taking a leaſe of the tolls, 
that he © shall always pay down one quarter of a year's 
* rent in advance. I did not stx the money paid, I 
muſt confeſs, if that will be of any ſervice to your ſup- 
poſition ; but I know that the tolls were leaſed to Mr. 
W. Harris, and that he could not, according to law, pro- 
ceed to demand one farthing ill the Truſtecs had received 
4 450 in advance. That (480 I do not find in the cre- 
its of the Bridge ſtatement : If it was not a tranſaction 
which had atlually taken place, ſay lo; avow that the 
law was not complied with, or chat the leaſing of the tolls 
was a mere farce. If it was a real and legal tranſaction, 
the money muſt have been received: Why not give 
credit for it? If I ſhouid be mis/aken (which I do not 
think is antzcipated) merely becauſe you intend to make a 
resent of one quarter's toll to the gentlemen who have a 
trasfer of Mr. Harris's leaſe, I ſhall not be ſorry: but in 
that caſe there would be no more occaſion for an omiffion 
than an eraſure ; an entry on the debit ſide would be much 
better. What an extraordinary clerk he mult be | Have 
the 'I'ruſtecs any under clerk ?] who debits the public with 
a whole year's expence then to be incurred, and gives 
them no credit for a quarter's impoſt paid in advance! 
Whilſt on this topic, I take liberty to obſerve, that if 
the Truſtees had ceaſed to receive, except arrears ; the 
would have ceaſed to pay, except arrears; in which caſe 
a balance might have been ſtruck, and the account cloled. 
If fo, eſpecially if the fee-farm rents of the toll-houſes are 
eſtimated at 25 years' purchale, the ſtrict letter of the 
law would, in my huwible opinion, have been fulfilled ; 
becauſe I conceive it to be rather a restriction not to raiſe 
more than two thouland pounds, than an abs order to 
raiſe exactly that ſum. Elſe why theſe words, reſpecting 
the allowed ſurplus, © $HALL NOT EXCEED,” &c,? Or 
why elſe, in the ſame clauſe, when ſpecifying how the ſum 
ſhould be diſpoſed of, are introduced thele remarkable 
words, © 0R WHATEVER BALANCE May appear to be on the 
„final account of their trust. The foregoing eos1TIVE 
reſtriction 
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reſtriction prevents the words, © or whatever,” &c. from 
meaning more than two thouſand pounds ; they muſt there- 
fore mean that which confirms me in my opinion. Is there 
no gentleman of the law in your reſpettable body, Mr. 
Truſtee! who might have given a legal opinion on this 
point, previous to the late unfortunate tranſactions? — B 
the bye, I do not accuſe you of being qualified for that 
purpoſe, who, if your letter be a ſpecimen, are far from a 
firſt-rate genius. Be that as it may, I aſſure you, Sir! 
that had I been a Truſtee, and, according to my duty, 
had read the expreſſions which I have recited from the att 
of Parliament, I ſhould have preferred keeping within the 
ſtrict letter of the law, to hazarding any meaſure which 
might go beyond it, and which would thereby become 
tawless, 

Your inſinuations reſpecting my impartiality are almoſt 
unworthy of my notice: When a man feels a rettitude 
ef intention, from what a ſummit does he {mile contempt 
upon the inſignificancy of traduction! But you to inſinu- 
ate, who are avowedly a party! this circumſtance places 
your infinuations, in my point of view, even below the 
moſt contemptible inſignificancy. I have no connettion 
with any party; neither with the Truſtees, the ſublcri- 
bers for a ceſſation of tolls, the magiſtrates, the rioters, 
nor (1 do not anticipate your approbation of the term) 
the very worthy gentlemen who have reſtored peace: I 
have no “ brother's blood” ſhed, whole voice crieth 
unto the Lord from the ground ! Neither I, nor any be- 
longing to me, are among the wounded : I was not even 
a ſpeQator : No attack was made upon my dwelling ; nor 
was I aſſaulted in my peaceable pallage through the city: 
And very few have paid leſs money for paſſing over Briſ- 
tol Bridge than I have. In no inſtance am I connected 
either with the offenders or the offended. I expetted 
no applauſe from you, nor any of your body, when J 
publiſhed my hiſtory ; and I heaped no praiſe whatever 
upon your heads: I felt no occaſion for it. With 
reſpett to the ſublcribers, who paid Mr, Hiſcoxe a com- 
| penſation 
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penſation for his tolls, I have been ſo far from extolling 
their conduct, that my manner of mentioning them implied 
rather a cenſure; or there is no meaning to the words, 
« Who, inſtead of bringing the Truſtees to account, b 
legal means, with more cunning than wiſdom, andere 
ce to counteratt them by tratagem.” But I did not 
accuſe them, as you app-ar to do, of being the cauſe of 
the late fatal conlequenaces. No! I attribute that caſe, 
to what I deem the fiyſt illegal ſtep, advertizing the bridge 
tolls to be let for another year, .when there was no law for 
colletting the ſum they would have produced. 

What you have ſaid, reſpecting Mr. D. Lewis's obliging 
the Truſtees to ſubmit, and diſabling them from carrying 
their original plan into execution, has nothing to do with 
my hiſtory ; but as you have been pleaſed to introduce 
it, in a manner rather diſreſpectful, under pretence of 
addreſſing Mr. Pine on the ſubject of my pamphlet, I 
take the liberty to tell you, that the public ſhould be (and 
I truſt are) much obliged to him for his oppoſition to the 
bill which you (as one of the Truſtees) would have other- 
wile had paſſed into a law : The power you have exerciſed 
in conſequence of the act paſſed, was certainly ſufficient! 

Your laying a liſt of the Truſtees* before the public is 
no proof that they have acted rightly. What does it ſig- 
nify what your Name, or any other man's name, may be? 
tho, by the way, when you attacked me, by name, you 
would have had a greater pretenſion to reſpectability, had 
you not concealed your real ſignature, With reſpett to 
honesly, if it will pleaſe you, I ſincerely confeſs, that I do 
not believe a ſingle ſhilling has been pocketed by any of 
the Truſtees; and I hope my readers will forgive my men- 
tioning ſuch a ridiculous idea, which I cannot ſuppoſe was 
ever afloat except in-the airy region of your own fancy. 

But becaule a ſet of men do not pocket the public 
money, have they a right to demand, or to take any ſteps 
to authorize others to demand, more money from the pub- 


lic than the law warrants? Realon ſays, No! Who is he 
who dares ſay, Yes! | ,-— "ma 


* You ſhould have put a daſh for your name, in that liſt ; becauſe when 
a man boaſts the conſequence of kis own name, he is always laughed at, 


— 
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You talk about blending Magiſtrates, Corporation, and 
Bridge Truſtecs, together, as the ſame perſons. Who has 
blended them? When a Magiſtrate, as ſuch, puniſhes 
an oppoſer of his own att, as a Trultce, who blends them 
then, Sir ? Now I am mentioning Magiſtrates, by 
whom I mean his Majeſty's juſtices of the Peace acting 
in and for the city of Briſtol, &c. I will juſt inform you, 
what the law ſays concerning them, reſpetting offenders 
againſt the Bridge act: that the Juſtice ſhall © $UMmon 
& the party accuſed, and “ allo the witnels or witnefles 
«& on either ſide;“ that he may © hear and determine.” -- 
The law does not ſay, that he ſhali personally assist, either 
on the one ſide or on the other; and if ever the determi- 


nation of a 3 ſhould be called in queſtion becauſe he 


had personally assisted one of the parties, what a flimſy ex- 
cuſe would it be, that he had Zhen atted in a different 
capacity. 

There is one very uncharitable expreſſion, Mr. Trul- 
tee] near the cloſe of your letter, which makes me ſuſ- 
pett that you are not a very good man: Who do you 
allude to as © abettors of the deluded mob?“ I fear that 
your heart is in the gall of bitterness ; and that however 
great the © cauſe for remorle*”” may be, or in whoever 
it may have the moſt poignant effect, you are prompted by 
a different ſpirit! If you know any abettors of a mob, 
it is your duty to make them known: It behoves every 

man to do the ſame. | | 

What you have ſaid, reſpecting the Magiſtrates and 
Truſtees having been © only engaged in the diſcharge of 
* their duty,” is not to be decided upon paper: If it 
ſhould never be properly decided, in this world, it will 
certainly have a moſt awful deciſion in the next. But 
how abſurd it is in you, Sir! to found your own trumpet. 
No mortal judge, how much leſs the immortal Judge of 
all fleſh ! will pronounce any man guiltleſs, on the credit 
of his mere aſſertion. 

I cannot cloſe this reply, without putting an interroga- 
tory to you, who ſeem to be fo well acquainted with the 


duty 
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duty of the magiſtrates : ---- Why did they ſuppreſs the 
addreſs from the inhabitants of St, Mary-Rcdcliff pariſh, 
on a late occaſion? Was it becauſe they eſteemed it too 
great an encomium, either on themſelves or on the Truſ- 
tees? Or was it becauſe it would too much enlighten the 
public mind, with reſpett to the meaſures they had taken? 
You may, perhaps, make an objection to my replying 
to you, in this mode; becauſe your letter was conveyed 
to the public thro' the channel of a newspaper: --= The 
printer of that paper has my free conſent to inſert this 
_ in his paper alſo; and if he will ſay, that you have 
for the publication of your letter out .of your own 
rn I will pay him for the publication of my reply, 
out of mine: Not otherwiſe. ---- And pleaſe to bear in 
mind, that tho* I have ſtooped to take notice of an anony- 
MOUS calumniator, merely becaule he has called himſelf a 
Bridge-Truitee, I do not hold my ſelf bound to give ſuch 

arrogance the laſh, but when I pleaſe, 


I am, 
With the utmoſt Deference to the Public, 


Your Fellow Citizen, 


TOHN ROSE. 
Bx1sToL, Ocr. 26, 1793. 
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